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Militant approach needed to resolve issues, says
Medha Patkar

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT SHARE - PRINT - T+

W Tweet | Pinit | 1

“Lohia’s idenlogy relevant more than ever now”

LUl Social activist and leader of ‘Narmada Bachao
Andolan’ Medha Patkar said socialist leader Dr.
Fam Manohar Lohia’s ideology was relevant
more than ever now as he was against
multinational corporatisation that had been
playing havoc with the lives of all sections except
one or two in the country today.

Speaking after launching a website created by the
Ram Manohar Lohia Samata Trust here on
Saturday, Ms. Patkar said the socialist leader had
. advocated militant and committed approach to

| politics to fight out problems. It was necessary to
follow his ideology and think and act in
accordance with what he would have done had
been alive now.

Dr. Lohia was in favour of people’s movements
playing a role in tackling the problems of all
needyv sections, she said and reminded that the

\ role of such movements was reflected in the
Bold moves:Social activist Medha Patkar atthe realisation of the Right to Education and Forest

inauguration of a website on social activists at Sundaraiah  Rights and Rural Employment Guarantee Actsin
Vignanakendram in Baghlingampalli an Saturday.- %
PHOTO: SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT the present context.

Ms. Patkar stated that people’s movements wera

acting as the fifth pillar to uphold democracy and
natural justice in the country in the instances of failure of the other four pillars. She suggested civil
disobedience in innovative wavs to force governments to resolve the problems of people judiciously.
Justice B. Chandra Kumar of the Andhra Pradesh High Court said that most of the problems could find
a solution if people came forward for action stating that courts, which are part of the administration,
could only play a limited role. He stressed the need for creating awareness among people that all
elected representatives were their servants.

Ravela Somayya of Ram Manohar Lohia Samata Trust, former MLA P. Janardhan Reddy, Prof. J.V.
Raghavendra Rao and others spoke on the occasion.
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More people’s
movements need
of the hour: Medha

Our BUurRgEaU

Hyderabad: Anti—people's
policies that have been de-
priving the common man of
his due can be countered
only with more of mass
movements, observed
Medha Patkar, environmen-
talist and Convener of the
National Alliance of Peo-
ple's Movement 1on Satur-
day. She felt that the
development process un-
folded by the public private
Partnership (PPP) was de-
void of the democratic
Norms.

Launching a website — ‘lo-
hiatoday.com’, at a function
organised by Ram Manohar

Lohia Samatha 'l'rust here,
she said in the new process
of development that came
with the PPP concept, lands
were being grabbed and en-
croached upon leading to
huge displacement of the
poor and the gullible farmers
from their habitations. They
were deprived of their hold-
ings even without formal no-
tices being served so as to
facilitate development proj-
ects. Ewven the urban poor
and tribal communities are
no exception to the new on-
slaught. They were being
evacuated in a big way from
their dwellings. “Farmers are
committing suicides and also
getting killed when they fight
for their rights opposing the
SEZs.” “When the govern-
ment itself was privatised,
what else we can expect. She
said 1t was the people’s
movements which compelled
the Parliament to bring in
Right to Information (RTT)
Act, Forest Rights Act and

=i Leagey

. RAMp,

"V: MEDHA paty:
22 Dee. 2012

~ i~ d o
- %,

JHAR lmrm ;

L

e
<

':'\

Medha Patkar launching the website on socialist leader
Ram Manohar Lohia at Sundarayya Vignana Kendram in
Hyderabad on Saturday Photo: HANS

in the country. “ We need
more such people's move-
ments to address the people’s
problems,” she added.

Stating that Lohia was a
symbol of ‘popular politics’,
she said socialists in people's
movement believed that elec-
toral politics and people's
movements should go hand
in hand. WNarrow-minded,
non- ideological and non-vi-
sionary politics would be the
bane of the nation. ' We
have to learn from actions of
the socialists like Lohia who
adopted dedicated approach
to different 1ssues including
gender justice, social trans-
formation, water manage-
ment and livelihoods, vision
on nation and state and vari-
ous other issues.

Lohia carried the heritage
of * democratic socialism™
and his non- violent people’s
movement was still making a
difference in the society,
Patkar said and added that it

technology ( Internet). High
Court Judge justice B Chan-
dra Kumar said everybody
should stand by women and
girls who are being harassed
and abused in the society
and at the same time women
should also adopt ‘self de-
fence ' techniques to protect
themselves from discrimina-
tion.

Stating that ‘justice’ was
only part of administration,
he said it is for the legislature
to bring new laws to curb at-
tacks on women. ‘If there 1s
no law, there is no use of judi-
cial system.” He also empha-
sised the need to educate
people to elect their represen-
tatives who dedicate their lives
to the cause of society.

One of the Trustees of the
Lohia Trust, R Somayya said
he took all responsibility to
create the website to spread
the socialist ideology of Lohia
through the new media. Lohia
was an activist, fighter, leader
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INAUGURATION OF WEBSITE 0
¢1cialist Leade

RAMMANOHAR LOH!I
BY: MEDHA PAT

22 Dec. 2012
3l Alllance of Peoples Movemenis

SOCIALIST ONLINE: Convener of National Alliance of People's Movement {NAPM] Medha Patkar inaugurating a
wehsite on socialist leader Ram Manohar Lohia in Hyderabad on Saturday. Justice B Chandra Kumar of the High
Court looks on. | A. Radhakrishna

New Indian Express / 23-Dec-2012
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